


Your Grace is my Glory

Reflections on Grace
A five Day Devotional

By Jon Drebert



In Honour of You

Since you are reading this, you supported Covenant Bay Bible Camp through prayer,
invitation, service, or donating. There are three things I want you to know.

1. You are the gift, not your donation or purchase, not the good things that you
do every day for others. You, the actual person, are a gift to me and every
other person you bless. Thank you.

2. The practice or discipline of generosity is life-changing. You may know this
already from years of giving. If giving is a relatively new concept for you, let
me encourage you with this simple truth. Your generosity will never be greater
than the blessings that come from generosity? Don’t get me wrong; the
number in your bank account will likely be lower after you donate and you will
never be able to get the time back from your service, but you will receive far
more in other ways than you could have ever imagined.

3. Invest early and invest often. Typically you would hear this advice from a
savvy financial advisor about investing money. This same principle is even
more true when we give back to God. You will see a return on your giving, your
investment. Lives will be and are changed forever! If you want to see the
greatest return on your investment as a donor, give early and give often.

Thank you for your gift. I pray that God pours out his lavish love upon you!

I wrote this devotional for you to use with a journal. At the top of your Journal page,
write down the devotional book’s title and devotional title. Doing this will help you
reference back to the devotional book as needed.

This Devotional is a gift to you; I hope you enjoy it.
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The Song

Your Grace is my Glory

Download Audio
Chorus

Your grace adorns me. Your grace is my glory.
Your grace is my space to be whole. Your grace is my glory.

Verse 1
I've done a lot of things that have brought me shame.
I've done a lot of things where I've missed my aim.
But I look to you; I see a place for me.

Chorus
Your grace adorns me. Your grace is my glory.
Your grace is my space to be whole. Your grace is my glory.

Verse 2
You give a lot of things I don't deserve.
You gave a place for me to be whole.
Where there is no blame, free from shame.

Chorus
Your grace adorns me. Your grace is my glory.
Your grace is my space to be whole. Your grace is my glory.

Verse 3
There's nothing like it; a love like yours.
There's nothing like it, a custom fit.
A love that fits and makes me whole.

Chorus
Your grace adorns me. Your grace is my glory.
Your grace is my space to be whole.
Your grace adorns me. Your grace is my glory.
Your grace is my space to be whole.
Your grace is my glory. Your grace is my glory.

https://covenantbay.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2021/04/Your-Grace-is-My-Glory.mp3


Day 1

Spitting Image of My Father

Read Exodus 34

'But whenever he went into the Tent of Meeting to speak with the Lord, he would remove
the veil until he came out again. Then he would give the people whatever instructions
the Lord had given him, and the people of Israel would see the radiant glow of his face.
So he would put the veil over his face until he returned to speak with the Lord .'
Exodus 34:34-35 NLT

Reflections
Moses had been on Mount Sinai for 40 days speaking with the Lord. When he
returned, his face was radiant, presumably, from the glory of God. Spending time
with God changes a person. I can't say that my complexion has ever been glowing
like Moses’ face, but I am certainly not the same person today as I was a year ago. It
is important to note that God is working on us and we are not the same people
today.

Reflecting God's glory is not a new concept, but it does bring hesitation or
awkwardness. One might ask, who am I to reflect God's glory? When Moses came
down from the mountain, he had no idea that his face was shining brightly. I suspect
that we are mostly unaware of God’s Glory that we reflect.

I have the luxury of being the spitting image of my father, or so say many of his
friends who are now in their 70’s and 80’s. I didn’t choose this look. I didn’t ask to be
ruggedly good-looking or, as my brother once told me, a skinny fat man - small legs
and arms with a gut! Even though my dad has been gone for 17 years, I still get a
surprising number of people calling me by my Dad’s name Rod. Love it or hate it, I
look like my Dad, and short of extensive plastic surgery, there is nothing I can do
about it - nor do I want to. It’s an honour to look like him!

At a fundamental level, I don’t have to do anything to reflect my Dad’s image.
Because I grew up under his care, I talk like him, I have many of the same

https://my.bible.com/bible/116/EXO.34.NLT


mannerisms, and I have the same sense of humour. So much of my likeness was
formed by spending time with him and copying him.

Moses spent 40 days with God and spoke to him as you would a friend. God’s
likeness “rubbed off” on Moses and not just his complexion. In Exodus 34, God
describes Himself as the God of compassion and mercy. Later, Moses is begging God
to forgive the people and to travel with them. Moses is reflecting God’s glory, a glory
wrapped in grace!

Journalling

1. Reflect on how much intentional time you spend with God each week. Write
down where those places might be, the time of day, and the activity
surrounding them. Then note any changes you may want to make to those
rhythms.

2. Not only did my Father give me good looks and a skinny fat man complex, but
both my parents instilled in me a passion for growing closer to Christ. They
reflected God’s glory to me, which has fuelled this passion. Write down the
people who reflect God’s glory to you and fuel a desire in you to grow closer to
Christ. What characteristics do you wish to emulate?

3. Pose this question to a friend or spouse, how do I reflect God’s glory? If they
are not reading this same devotional, you may need to give them some
context. Write their answer down and reread their response, asking God if
these things are true.



Day 2

His Grace - My Glory

Read John 8:1-11

'When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest,
until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman.'
John 8:9 NLT

Reflections
I remember as a child for a while; I had a problem with lying. Caught in a lie, my
mother sat me down and explained the issue to me. She explained how a lie just
grows, the longer we keep repeating it as if it were the truth. She was warm and soft
with correction, probably because she saw how sorry I was. As a little girl, my mom
recounted how her father caught her in a lie just like she caught me. Her story was
mind-blowing for me. My mom and probably my dad were not perfect!? We were the
same; we were both messed up. Of course, she had already learned that lesson, but
we were both stained with the same sin! Of course, if that is where she left things, it
would have been good. But my mom never leaves anything unfinished. It was time
for the lesson on grace!

Grace, she explained, is a gift. Imagine your lie being like a giant grape juice stain on
your pj’s, nothing is going to get that stain out, but grace gives you new pj’s. It’s like
the lying never happened. With that, she wiped my tears and hugged me and tucked
me into bed. I looked down on my pj’s and saw that my feet had grown through the
bottoms (you remember those onesie pyjamas?), but there were no stains. They
were clean.

In John Chapter 8, we read about a woman caught in adultery. Most people think
that the story is about a woman. It is about the Pharisee's and religious leaders
admitting their sin and maybe receiving grace.

Now the pharisee’s and religious leaders were using this woman’s adultery to trap
Jesus. Talk about humiliating. A bunch of vindictive men marched her through the

https://my.bible.com/bible/116/JHN.8.NLT


temple to trap Jesus by announcing her infidelity to everyone within earshot. That
must have been awful for her!

Jesus says nothing to the Pharisees but writes in the dust on the ground. ‘They kept
demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, “All right, but let the one who has
never sinned throw the first stone!”’ (John 8:7) Of course, they all eventually admit that
they, too, were sinful. Slowly they all walked away.

The Pharisees sought a human glory, one that feeds arrogance. In many ways, they
were jealous of Jesus. The people loved him, and his glory was growing, which
anchored Jesus in humility. The Pharisees intended to harm him, but God’s glory is full
of grace, and so instead, each one walks away, having silently confessed.

The only one who could stand up finally does and looks at the woman and tells her to
stop sinning.

At some level, each of us desires human glory. Instead, God offers us his glory. A glory
sheathed in grace. A glory that fits us perfectly.

Journalling

1. Ever found yourself accusing others with one hand and hiding your sin with
the other? Confess your accusations and your sin. Don’t be like the Pharisees
who walked away in silence. Allow him to clothe you with His grace and let it
be your glory!

2. Write a story for your kids or grandkids—a story from your childhood about
when someone corrected you regarding sinful behaviour.

3. Reflect on the difference between human glory and God’s glory. Human glory
feeds arrogance. God’s glory anchors us in humility.

https://my.bible.com/bible/116/JHN.8.7


Day 3

Free From Shame

Read Romans 10:9-13

'As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” '
Romans 10:11

Reflections
Shame, it’s one of those crippling emotions that haunt us. A shameful memory can
destroy what otherwise is a life well-lived. It sours entirely. Shame is an incredibly
powerful emotion that will destroy a person if it is allowed to fester.

The NIV puts Romans 10:11 this way. 'As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him
will never be put to shame.”’

I remember after making some poor decisions in Jr. High and the shame that I felt. My
teacher caught me helping my friends cheat on a test. I wanted to find the most
bottomless hole and hide. You see, my dad was the principal, and the thought of
walking into his office and having to explain myself made me sick! The next few weeks
after, I avoided being around him. I was so embarrassed about my actions.

To my Dad’s credit, once he disciplined us, he never actually brought it up apart from
the first night with my Mom. He was still my Dad and loved me - a lot! My dad accepted
me entirely just the way I was. It was my shame that wedged this bizarre chasm
between the two of us! I was utterly disgusted with myself, and I did not want others to
see how awful I was.

After some personal reflection, Shame comes when we are disgusted with ourselves,
our choices, and the result of those decisions! Unfortunately, certain things trigger our
shameful memories, and we find ourselves sucked into a spiral, and we have trouble
getting out!

Fortunately, there is a solution; it’s forgiveness. If you have been in church circles for a
while, it may sound cliche to hear forgiveness is the solution. Forgiveness fixes
everything, right!? Ok, I know that it doesn’t feel that way. Particularly when we still feel
embarrassed and disturbed by our behaviour.



Within forgiveness is something extraordinary. Something exceptional that we can only
truly receive within a state of “forgiven.” We chase after it only to have it slip through our
fingers as we assume, rightly or wrongly, the world’s judgemental eye’s. Interestingly,
our perceptions of what the world thinks are often our judgements of ourselves. So what
is this extraordinary thing within forgiveness?

It is acceptance. You and I are accepted by God, just the way we are. When we stop
projecting our disgust for our past as though it is God’s disgust for our past, we can then
receive the acceptance found within forgiveness.

So allow me to speak the truth into your life. God loves you, and you don’t need to win
his approval - you already have it. If you are like me, you have done things that have
caused you shame. Thankfully God’s acceptance of you is not based on those things. It
is based on who you truly are - his child. In case you missed it, let me repeat. God loves
you, and you don’t need to win his approval - you already have it.

With the simple truth that we are loved and accepted by God, we are free from shame,
and that friend is a very good feeling. One might even describe it as a feeling of being
whole!

Journalling

1. Take some time and write down the things that cause us shame. Where did
we get the idea we ought to be ashamed of those things? What things trigger
our shameful memories?

2. Reflect on why you already have God’s approval and do not need to do
anything to receive his acceptance of you.

3. Take a significant amount of time and describe the feeling of being free from
shame and accepted by God! It’s ok if you have a difficult time putting it into
words. Perhaps you can use your creativity to imagine something that
captures the feeling. Then simply write it down, draw it, or express it the best
way you can.



Day 4

A Custom Fit

Read 1 John 4:7-21

'We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love,
and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our
love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we
can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.'
1 John 4:16-17

Reflections
I had a friend who worked for a hockey equipment company. While we were in the
dressing room, he would talk to me about how I should get a pair of skates that
were custom fitted to my feet. The boot would become unique to the contours and
shape of my foot. He would describe how, since he got custom skates that fit him
perfectly, he could now be in them for the entire day. So I smiled and asked him why
he would want to be in his skates all day? With that, we stepped out of the dressing
room and onto the ice.

I had no intention of paying a significant amount of money for a pair of skates, and I
never have. Actually, I have never owned a piece of equipment or clothing or
anything else I might wear that was custom fit. I could never justify the cost. Regular
clothes or equipment off the shelf is good enough. That said, when I came back into
the dressing room with my old beat-up skates squeezing my tender feet, I wished I
had a pair of custom skates that fit me perfectly, ones that I could be in all day if I
choose to wear them all day. Not sure why I would?

I want you to think about your best friend or spouse. Think about the love and
affection you have for each other. If it is your spouse, there is an element of romance.
Now I am going to compare you two like my old, beat up, stinky skates. I know, not
the kindest thing I have ever said but bare with me.

The two of you are like these old skates. The skates are broken-in, and they fit
relatively well, but inevitably they start to hurt. You realize the skates are not a



custom fit. You hurt one another from time to time, and you realize that you and your
friend or spouse are not a custom fit.

You likely are not intentionally hurting each other; it is just a part of being human,
but never-the-less you at times long for things to be different - to fit together better.
Despite our humanness, we have good relationships - not perfect but good.

Amid our humanness, we have a relationship with God that is a custom fit. Certainly
not because of our doing but because of God’s gracious love that accepts us entirely
in every moment of our lives.

I realize this sounds a little dreamy, a little too poetic, maybe a bit far fetched. We
often don’t feel like we fit with God. I am sinful - he is righteous. I am faithless - he
does miracles. I am not what he created me to be, and he is my creator! In summary,
I am a mess up!

All of those things are true - to some degree. That’s probably not what you wanted
to read! It is true; we are messed up and sinful. Trouble comes when we give it too
much weight. We give our mess-ups too much weight and God’s love too little. God’s
love ought to matter much more to us than any of our sins and mess-ups.

God’s love is so perfect and so unbelievably complete that it accounts for our
imperfections. His love moulds and shapes itself around our imperfect humanness
so that when we experience his love, it is complete; it is whole. It is a custom fit.

You don’t have to worry about judgement with his love. The grace within that
moulds around your imperfections and allows you just to be. His love is a custom fit!

Journalling

1. Who was a childhood best friend? What did you love about them, and what
drove you crazy?

2. Reflect on how God’s gracious love is a custom fit for you. What imperfections
does it account for and still allow you to be whole?



3. Reflect on the last time you were overwhelmed (in a good way) by God’s love
for you. Where were you? What were the circumstances leading up to that
moment?



Day 5

To Be Whole

Read Isaiah 53

'But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could
be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.'
Isaiah 53:5

Reflections
Take a look at definitions of whole and hole according to Merriam-Webster's
dictionary.

The word ‘whole’ can mean a person free from or fully recovered from an injury or
ailment. It can mean the entirety of something or person. It can mean the sum of the
parts or components.

With this definition in mind and its antonyms, read through Isaiah 53 again. This
scripture passage is a prophecy about Jesus Christ hundreds of years before the
religious leaders had him crucified.

Am I whole? Yes. Completely whole? No
Can I answer this way; I am just honest. I have been made whole. God has forgiven
me; I am redeemed, and by His grace, I have been made right. And yet, I feel broken,
as though part of me is a shadow of what my creator intended. I see how I do not
measure up to the standard; the sum does not match the total. I am incomplete. I am
sure of my salvation, yet I have not arrived to meet my saviour in heaven, where
there will be no more pain and no more tears. Am I whole, and unwhole? Let me
think through this some more.

I suppose this is where grace gets awkward since arrogance and insecurity tell me
that I cannot be whole unless I am perfect. Yet, as I described earlier with
discombobulating fervour, I am both perfect and imperfect - whole and unwhole.
How can this be, whole and unwhole?

https://my.bible.com/bible/116/ISA.53.NLT
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/whole?src=search-dict-hed


Here is where it gets good, “But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins.
He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed.”

I get to live my life whole while being made whole. So insecurities and arrogance can
be gone. I am living with the Glory of God in me because he loved me enough to die
for me and make me whole - He makes me whole, and he is making me whole.
There is no unwhole; it is not even a word! I am complete. I am enough. My Glory is
his grace. I know my place, and when I am there, I am whole.

Yet, I hurt, physical pain, guilt and shame—these things know my name. I read the
story of my saviour’s pain; there was no refrain. He was beaten and whipped and
endured a criminal’s death because I missed the aim! I was just so vain!

So I stand here whole and with self-inflicted wounds, dressed in grace. God has put
me back together. He has cloaked me in his glorious grace and put the Spirit of my
saviour in me. It looks like I have found my place. I am whole!

Journalling

1. Take some time to wrestle with the idea of being whole and unwhole. Often
there is a disconnect between what we understand as theologically correct
and how we feel.

2. If pride is being self-absorbed, insecurity is just as much a form of pride as
arrogance. A person who can fully and truly sing, “Your grace is my glory,” has
been put in their place and is full of confidence because of the humility that
comes with God’s glorious grace. Explain to God your insecurities and
arrogance let him heal you of these things so you can more fully sing, “Your
grace is my glory.”

3. Thank Jesus for his sacrifice and for giving you the glory of his grace.


