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In the beginning

This is 1969, the fortieth anniversary of Covenant Bible Camp work in
Alberta. In commemorating this milestone we are reminded of the short
resume that Oscar Moseson gave at the sod turning ceremony for the dining
room and kitchen at the new camp site in the spring of 1967, There, on a
sunny May morning, as a-group of former campers were gathered in a tiny
clearing on the shore of Pigeon Lake, he.recalled the earliest dreams, the
struggles and the final realization.of -what was then a very new venture in
spreading the gospeF among the youth of that day. He told us how Margaret
Moseson, after sperding a year at'North Park College 1927-28, came home
full of enthusiasm for organizing a Bible Camp in Alberta, similar to those
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she had heard of and seen across the border. The Rev. G.A. Quarnstrom,
Superintendent of our Canadian Covenant at that time, was rather skeptical at
first, as he feared it might border on modernism. However, support was
coming from another direction as well, in the person of Joel S. Peterson.

Just last summer, the Rev. Joel Peterson, kindly consented to summarize
for us his role in the development of the Bible Camp; we are therefore in-
debted to him for much of the information we have concermng the first two
years of camp-.-

We must pause here to pay tribute to him for his contagious enthusiasm and
untiring endeavors as camp leader of the first camps, and also to Oscar
Moseson, the congenial 'camp marshall' of so many of those that followed.
We shall never forget their devotion to the work of the Lord. Both have now
been called to their eternal reward - Mr. Moseson on July 30, 1967, and the
Rev. Joel Peterson on the 2nd of March, 1969.

In 1928, Mr. Peterson had been asked to edit an English column in the Swed-
ish newspaper called ' Canada Posten ' directed towards Canadian Youth, At
the same time glowing reports from various Bible Camps in the central Unit-
ed States were appearing in the Covenant Companion, and Mr, Peterson rec-
eived permission to insert parts of these reports in his column.

In January and February, 1929, a six weeks Bible course was held in the
Calgary Covenant Church. The Rev, Hjalmar Sundquist was main" speaker

and Joel Peterson his assistant. About thirty-five young people, mostly from
Alberta, were in attendance. The question of a Bible camp was often discuss-
ed and it was finally decided to approach the four churches closest together;
New Sweden, Highland Park, Meeting Creek and Malmo, A meeting was
called and was attended by many representatives from each of these churches.

There was great enthusiasm and all were in agreement that a camp should be
held that summer. Accordingly, the dates were set and the committees drawn
up to care for the various needs of the camp. Joel Peterson was appointed
camp leader,

At Ma-Me-O Beach

In 1929, as well as in the two following years a camp was held on a piece
of rented property at Ma-Me-O Beach on Pigeon Lake. Transportation for
the big tent, as well as for all the other essentials, was provided by Paul
Moseson, our helpful Malmo truck driver. The first years program was
very simple and shared between the Alberta Ministers, and the campers.
Everyone worked hard and willingly for the Lord. The Stevenson sisters
added greatly to the musical aspect of the camp as they sang duets and
taught new choruses,

Mr. Peterson told of two incidents at the close of the camp which were a
particular inspiration to him, At the closing meeting, amongst many other
warm and glowing te stimonies, one lad of about fourteen years said in a
trembling voice, "I believe I love Jesus more than I have ever done before,"
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THE FIRST TABERNACLE

A father, who came to Mr. Peterson at the conclusion of camp said, '
want to thank you for what camp has meant to my boys. At first when the
question of sending them arose, I was hesitant, fearing it might be only a
time of sport and such, but I'm glad now that I sent them."

JOEL PETERSON IN FOREGROUND

A great step forward was taken at that camp with the founding of the Alberta
Sunday School and Young Peoples Association, an organization which was to
promote the Covenant camping program in Alberta for many years to come,

Camping was very primitive those first. years. Tents were used exclusively.
We recall hearing of one interesting episode from that first camp. Edgar
Eliason had apparently been very excited about going to camp as he had a-
tent of his very own. Early in the spring he confided this to John Enarson
and invited him to sleep with him. But-every: time John saw him after.this,
Edgar told him that he had invited somg other boy, until John became quite
apprehensive about the outcome, His premonition came true. When bedtime
arrived, seven buys came crawling 'under the flap into Edgar's little tent..
They had one jolly time.getting to sleep that night.
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THE COOK TENT

As recreational facilities were limited, rowboats rented at Ma-Me-O were

put to good use. The young people enjoyed rowing out to Bird Island where

thavr fannd tha hohe Filldear  onlle  gnd other birds so numerous that they
had great difficulty in walking about with-
out tramping on them.

Intensive preparation began early in 1930
for our second camp. God so arranged it
that that year the Annual Meeting of the
Canadian Conference would be held in
Malmo with the Rev. Theodore W, Ander-
son, President of Minnehaha Academy,
Minneapolis, Minn., as Covenant reprsent-
ative. It was decided to call Professor
Anderson to be our camp speaker as well,
He very kindly consented and we looked
forward with prayerfulness and anticipation
to this camp which was to follow the con-
ference.

ON BIRD ISLAND

Consequently, early in the week, we moved the large tent and all the avail-
able umbrella and pup tents out to Ma-Me-O Beach. Harold Pearson, the
capable chairman of the newly organized Alberta Covenant Sunday School and
Young Peoples Association, worked untiringly in the interests of that camp,
as well as of each succeeding camp, until his tragic death in 1936.

From the very first evening we sensed the presence of the Lord amongst us.
There were evenings when no one left the tent at the conclusion of the ser-

vice. Young people sat motionless. Young lives male great surrenders and
fought mighty battles through clouds of doubt into the clear sunlight of right

relationship with Christ, .Some evenings it was close to midnight before we
broke up to go to our tents,



EBBA MOSESON, HAROLD PEARSON, ELSIE HENDRICKSON, PAUL
MOSESON

For lack of space, horseshoe throwing was one of the main recreational act-
ivities of the young men. The young ladies seemed to find entertainment in
watching the players or in rowing about in the boats. In the accompanying
picture we see Lily Anderson, Dagny and Adga Strom, Mamie Peterson,
Grace Eliason, Norma Swanson and Violet Anderson relaxing.

The following year, 1931, we intended to continue-camp as in the previous
two years and met and appointed the necessary committees. The depression
was at its height, however, and our parents intervened, saying that paying
fifty cents a day per camper was an absolute impossibility. If we were to
have a camp we would have to find some means of cutting expenses.

The following quotations.from my diary give an' insight into conditions at
that time, "May 1, 1931. We had our P.L. camp meeting last night and the
following committees were appointed: o



Program: Harold Pearson

Recreation: Herb (or Sylvia)
Camp Site; Newton Eliason
Accommodation: Edgar Eliason

"May 10, 1931, Selma (Cross) was out at Knute Moseson's last
night for a committee meeting and can you imagine - They're talking of
changing camp, maybe not having one at all! Times are getting terrible.
This seems to be going to be the third year without rain.

"July 21, Bible Camp starts to-morrow. We're going out at 8
o'clock, Margaret M. is taking all the girls. The boys went out today.'

So camp was finally held after all. At a second meeting it had been decided
that the young people from each church would bring their own food and do
their own cooking in separate groups. Malmo's chief cooks ~ maybe super-
visors would be a more authentic title - were Lawrence Moseson and Phil
Bjorkgren, while the menial task of actually preparing food was largely in
the hands of Margaret Moseson and Sylvia Bjorkgren. I can still remember
the tantalizing aroma of frying bacon sifting through the trees from the New
Sweden camp. We seemed to have mostly pancakes and eggs at the Malmo
camp. Some of the other churches did their cooking in family groups and
some individuals even brought sufficient sandwiches for the whole week.
Fritz Enarson was one of the latter, and he recalls how difficult it was to
swallow his mouldy sandwiches towards the end of Camp.

On Sunday, our parents drove out for the day and brought with them the
most appetizing turkey dinner we had ever tasted, Here we see them later
in the day, preparing a cup of afternoon coffee, before returning home.

Quoting from my diary again, "Aug. 7, 1931, We had a wonderful time at
camp. I learned to swim, One afternoon we were in the water for two
hours, and I got so burned that I'm still peeling. On Monday it rained so
we couldn't go for our hike. All but twenty-six of us went home. Those of
us who remained moved our umbrella tents into the big tent. On Monday
evening we made candy. Tuesday morning we made pancakes and took pic-
tures. For dinner we had Hungarian Goulash. We put all the remaining
food together in a huge kettle - new potatoes, tomatoes, peas, corn,
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MR. H.F, NELSON, MR, & MRS, K. MOSESON, MRS. C, BILLSTEN,
MR. & MRS, JOE NELSON, MR, & MRS. O. MOSESON

spaghetti, onions and lake water all mixed, also salmon and sardines. We
came home Tuesday afternoon to find four windows broken by hail, "

We seem to have been in a giddy mood that Tuesday as can be seen by the
way we signed our names in someone's autograph album under the caption
"Pigeon Lake Post Script Camp" together with a complete list of the menu.
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In order to keep costs at a bare minimum the Reverend Arvid Wickstrom
from Wetaskiwin and other local pastors acted as camp speakers. But the
Lord was able to work even that year, and we had some times of real soul-
searching. Sometimes it's good for us to have to 'rough it' a little. We
learned to appreciate a little more fully, that year, the blessings we so
easily take for granted.

Point Inspiration: Early Trials

In the winter of 1932, while some of the Wetaskiwin young people were out
at Pigeon Lake skating, they discovered a lovely spruce-dotted point across
the lake from Ma-Me-O, which they thought would be a splendid site for a
Bible Camp. Upon investigation, it was found to be available for leasing.
A meeting was called in Wetaskiwin, to discuss the possibility of acquiring
this point for a permanent camp. The main difficulty was that there was no
road into the point, nor within six miles of it. Some thought that we could
level off a road along the shoreline. Others said that that was impractical
as the water level could well rise and cover the beach as it had apparently
done in former years. Their prediction has indeed come true; fortunately
no effort was wasted on the beach, Instead it was decided to cut a road
through the brush and this they set out to do as soon as application was
made for a lease. Most of the young men who became involved in this
voluntary road building program, were farm boys, who because of the de-
pression were unable to find jobs and did not have any money for furthering
their education. They undertook the job of building six miles of road
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